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Zuraida binti Kamaruddin is the current Member of Parliament for Ampang, Selangor and serves
in the Cabinet of Malaysia as the Minister of Housing and Local Government from 21 May 2018. She
is the first woman to serve in that position. She is also a Central Committee Member of Parti Pribumi
Bersatu Malaysia (Malaysian United Indigenous Party), a component party of Perikatan Nasional, the
ruling coalition in Malaysia. Zuraida was elected to Parliament in the 2008 election, winning the seat
of Ampang from the then ruling Barisan Nasional coalition. She was re-elected in the 2013 and in
the 2018 elections.

On International Women’s Day this year, Zuraida launched the Council of Malaysian Women
Political Leaders (COMWEL), comprising of women political leaders in the country. This initiative
is meant to advance the socio-economic standing of women in the country by strengthening women’s
position through the parliament. Zuraida is also Women Political Leader’s Country Ambassador for
Malaysia, a position she has held since 2018.

Zuraida also advocates environmental issues pertaining to waste management which falls under
the ambit of her Ministry. Under her leadership, the Housing and Local Government Ministry has in
rapidly undergone positive changes with the implementation of people-centric policies.

Golriz Ghahraman (/LY & « ¥y T <)
Member of Parliament, New Zealand

Golriz Ghahraman is an Iranian-Kiwi refugee and made history as the first ever refugee to be sworn
in as an MP, having arrived in Aotearoa as a child asylum seeker with her family from Iran.

Her studies at Oxford, and her career as a lawyer in New Zealand and overseas, have focused on
enforcing human rights and holding governments to account. Her work has included restoring
communities after war and human rights atrocities, particularly empowering women engaged in peace
and justice initiatives.

In New Zealand, she has successfully advocated on human rights issues before the Supreme Court.
Before entering parliament as list MP for the Green Party, Golriz was active in the NGO community,
volunteering her skills to advance justice reform, refugee and migrant rights, and for family carers of
disabled persons.
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ZeinaHilal (A4 - 71)
Gender Partnership Programme,
Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU)

Zeina Hilai works to advance gender equality and human rights in and through parliaments since
20 years. She joined the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) in 2006 where she is now the Manager of
two flagship programmes of the organization: Gender Partnership and Youth Participation. She
works with parliaments from around the world to inform and support deliberations, legislation and
policy-making for the elimination of gender-based discrimination and violence and for the
empowerment of women and youth. Promoting and supporting the participation of women and youth
in politics is a key area of her expertise and a key priority for the global organization of national
parliaments that she serves.
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A global snapshot of women in
politics in 2021: the gains

25.5% of Parliamentarians are Women
20.9% of Speakers of Parliament are Women
5.9% of Heads of State are Women
6.7% of Heads of Government are Women

21.9% of Ministerial Positions are Held by Women

More women than ever before are at the highest levels of political power.

+0.6% more women parliamentarians

A’. +0.4% more women speakers
A +2 more countries with women heads of state and/or government

+0.6% more women holding ministerial portfolios

fm
However, progres g very siow 2
owever, progress Is moving very siov
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CSW65 il TP @
SideEvent-Japan AWY W e

We Need Women Leaders
In Politics: Better Society,
Strong Democracy

March 22,2021
6:00~7:15 EDT
19:00~20:15 JST
ONLINE

Opening video message:
Ms. MARUKAWA Tamayo /Minister in Charge of

Women's Empowerment, Minister of State for Gender Equality Japan

Moderator:
Dr. MIURA Mari /professor of Political Science,

Sophia University;Co-founder of the Academy for Gender Parity

L E T CH

Ms. Zuraida Binti Kamaruddin jmini

Local Government, Malaysia; WPL Country Amb

Ms. Golriz Ghahraman /member 6f Parliament,
New Zealand

Ms. Zeina Hilal /cender Partaership Programme

Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU)

Register Online at:

y

Organizers: Permanent Mission of Japan to the United Nations / JAWW (Japan Women’s Watch) / The National Women’s Committee of the
United Nations NGOs, / The International Women'’s Year Liaison Group (IWYLG)
Supporter: WPL {(Women Political Leaders)
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Zuraida Binti Kamaruddin (X7 A % « h~/LT ¢ )
Minister of Housing and Local Government,

WPL Country Ambassador for Malaysia

Zeina Hilal (¥ A F - & F /1)

Gender Partnership Programme, Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU)

Golriz Ghahraman (/L) A « ¥¥ T~ ) : A7 A REHAET
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